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Introductory Remarks:

“Is there a God?” The above question can be answered by another “how did we get here?” Unless we can demonstrate that the world is capable of producing itself, God is default. Unless we are prepared to provide satisfactory explanations and answers as to how the world itself exists, without a supernatural force as the origin and produce empirical eividence to support our claims, a creator is default.

“Isn’t there a God?” The burden of proof rests upon atheism to validate its position. Explaining our origins by pointing to the external existence of the universe is not a valid position because “there was a time when there was no time”. Either someone created the world or the world created itself. 

“Is there a God?” Evolution is unable to account for the development of the moral code inherent in each of us. Society suffers tremendously due to the fact that we have been taught we share a common hereitage with rocks, plants and wild animals. No wonder we behave like wild animals today. Individuality, meaning and purpose no longer mean anything to us.

Atheism is fundamentally an attempt to deny the existence and influence of a Supreme Being called God in the affairs of the world. Modern Philosophy originating from Descartes’ “Cogito ergo sum” with its antecedent anthropological propensities seeks to assert man’s supremacy over all reality and to make man the possessor and master of all that is. In an attempt to actualize himself, man has elaborated an entirely new image of his being which seems to transcend that of God. According to Karl Marx:

              “Man can be his own master only when he

                owes his existence to no one but himself”

This is fallacy of a degenerative magnitiude. The danger implicit in this is that it entails a complete negation of truth, reason, reality and human conscience as well as removes the grounds upon which man must position himself in order to effectively and meaningfully participate in the process of historical transformation. Denial of God’s existence has negative implications and consequences, since it gives us no guarantee of authentic fulfilment, for the highest good of the human mind is the knowledge of God and the highest virtue of the mind is to know God. Benedict de Spinoza calls this “the intellectual love of God”, which is eternal and from where arises the highest possible peace of the mind.

There is nothing of whose existence we can be more certain than of the existence of God. God is the highest principle of explanation and of classification. The profound realities and events of our world are ultimately and necessarily derived from the essential nature of God. God is not a fiction inspired by any antecedent fear concerning men’s good and evil fortune. Though religion is often been described as the first measure of fear and of the Divinity in us, this fear is not of God as a mere arbitrary Omnipotent Being, much less as harmful and mischievous, but an awful regard of him as of one who is essentially just as well a punisher of vice and wickedness as a rewarder of virtue. Anyone who honestly investigates the mystery of the DNA molecule – this incredible, micro, digital, error correcting, redundant, self duplicating, information storage and retrieval system, with its own inherent language convention that has the potential to develop any organism from raw biological material, understands that the totality of life is the consequence of divine concept and design. Unless mankind is able to establish a natural mechanism by which life could have emanated, God is the only possible answer.

The purpose of this work is to provide a logical, practical, pragmatic evidence for the existence of God from a purely scientific perspective, in the light of our contemporary historical circumstances. Though Christian faith is not derived from scientific validation of Sacred Scriptures, it is possible to use science to advance the cause and legitimacy of the Scriptures. It is my intention to demonstrate that what the Bible says, especially about God is actually in harmony with modern scientific theory. It is also my submission that Science and the Bible are not in conflict, but are symbiotic disciplines. This work is therefore an apologetic tool for individuals with scientific backgrounds and a thirst for scientific knowledge. Through Science, it is possible to bring many people to the knowledge and acceptance of God.

CHAPTER ONE: SCIENTIFIC EVIDENCE FOR GOD’S EXISTENCE

The existence of God is a subject that has occupied philosophical and theological debates for many decades. A number of these debates revolve around all ramifications of assumptions and definitions. Great Philosophers, in the past and presently, have committed great part of their lifetime researching and debating about the existence and meaning of God, unfortunately many of them ended up without the satisfactory answers.

The Christian Religion teaches two fundamental truths. Firstly and most significantly is the fact that there is a God for whom man has a capacity. This God is described in several Scriptural passages as having created the world in a majestic display of power and purpose, the climax of which is man (and woman), made in his “image and likeness”, and with a mandate to “conquer and dominate the earth” (Gen.1: 28). The Holy Book records in several verses that God is the Origin, the Being whom Aristotle describes in such philosophic terms as the “Unmoved Mover”, the Thomistic “Uncaused Cause”, the finality and terminus that galvanizes all human desires. God is prominently mentioned in Platonic phrases as being at once the source of being to all things that are, and of knowing to all things that know. The Holy Qur’an also describes God in Suratul Al-Fatiha as “The Beneficient, The Merciful, Creator and Ruler of all the worlds”. There is an abundance of irrefutable evidence in this direction that there is no good reason resisting the conclusion to which it points.

1:1. Evidence of God from the Design in the World:

In Mathematical parlance, the universe is described in terms of deceptively simple and elegant differential equations which have universal constants which are exactly what they ought to be and initial conditions formulated to facilitate the unfolding of a suitable habitat both for life and for the advent of life itself. The evidence from design is based on:

              “the simple mathematical form that nature takes,

               the wonderful coincidence that the intial conditions

               in various situations are just critical and happen to

               been exactly what they ought to be for the universe

               and life to come into existence and the coincidence

               that the universal constants are exactly what they 

               ought to be to support life on the planet”1

Nature is described in the best possible mathematical expressions because God created it. According to Paul Davies in his book called Superforce (1984), “The equations of physics have in them incredible simplicity, elegance and beauty. That in itself is sufficient to prove that there must be a God who is responsible for these laws and responsible for the universe”.

The universe is not a product of chance or blind forces. Blind forces cannot explain natural phenomena. The universe, including man, are product of an Intelligent Designer. We are told in Romans 1:20 that God did the desgning with planning reason and logic. We know this”through the things he has made”. God, revealed to us in the language of mathematics has imposed the rational order and harmony of the universe on it. The hand of God writes all the laws of nature. God designed the universe, employing one set of basic principles to govern all related phenomena. Cosmic design involves the specification of the various conditions for the functioning of natural laws, including the universal constants that scale the “building and enegy blocks” as well as the fundamental forces which provide for the purposeful outcome of a universe that is habitable for life, including life itself. The universe is characterized by remarkable order, sufficient chemical stability and elemental diversity, predictability in chemical reactions, a source of energy that is stable and a mechanism for converting such energy, including a universal connector and solvent, etc. These cannot be explained by chance or blind forces. And if chance is not valid, we are constrained to reject the proposition that we just happened and that man was made flesh by a long series of singularly beneficial accident. We are products of an Intelligent God.

1:2.Evidence of God from the law of Cause and Effect:

Nothing happens in the world, no matter how insignificant, without a cause. Nothing could come into being out of nothing, from empty space, with no force or energy and without intelligence. Infact, in Science there is nothing called “empty space” for every available space has been occupied. There is no action or reaction in a vacuum. It is fallacy of a degenerative magnitude to subscribe to the Steady State Theory that matter was not created nor caused but has always been and will always be.

Another dominant scientific theory that was used in explaining the origin of the universe is the Big Bang Theory. The Big Bang states that the universe was created some ten to twenty billion years ago due to a random, cosmic explosion of a subatomic ball that hurled matter and energy in all directions, which then coagulated into stars, galaxies and plants, including the earth on which we live. The Big Bang derived its mathematical origins in the Special and General Theories of Relativity proposed by Albert Einstein in 1905 and 1915 respectively and which were later expanded in 1927 by George Lemaitre.Recent scientific discoveries have proved the Big Bang theory to be inadequate in explaining the origin of the world. It has failed to address the situation in a truthful sense. For if there was an explosion or a bang, what caused the explosion? No right thinking person would believe that nothing exploded.

We have ample historical data to show that every explosion causes disorder. How then do we explain the orderliness in the universe if it was produced by a Big Bang? What must be responsible for the organization in the universe after the singularity? The Big Bang Theory violates the first and second Laws of Thermodynamics as well as contradicts the Law of Conservation of Angular Momentum. The Biblical assertion that God created the world, which is strongly supported by available scientific evidence, remains the most appropriate and most reliable explanation for our origin.

1:3. Evidence of God from Thermodynamics:

The Laws of Thermodynamics, that is “heat power”, deal essentially with the state of getting old in nature. The first law of Thermodynamics states that the total amount of energy in the universe remains constant. This is also known as the Law of Conservation of Matter or Indestructibility of Mass. It means that matter can neither be created nor destroyed in the course of any chemical reaction, but only undergoes a change of state or form. The second law of thermodynamics deals with increased entropy. As usable energy is irretrievably lost, the degree or magnitude of disorder, randomness or chaos increases. A universe therefore, which undergoes expansion continually as experience has shown, after which it collapses only to expand again, would still “die”, because it would lose some heat and light over time. This implies that the universe is not eternal afterall, it had a finite beginning, a point that may be regarded as that of “Zero entropy”. At this point again, God is the only explanation.

1:4. Evidence of God from historical events:

History bears the mark and handwriting of God in a variety of ways. A good example is the Flood of Noah, recorded in the 6th to 9th chapters of the Book of Genesis. This Flood is not just an ancient allegory designed to educate mankind about the judgement of God on sinful, rebellious and disobedient humanity. Noah’s Flood is a worldwide cataclysmic event that utterly devastated the earth between 2000 – 3000 BC and the earth bears witness to it in unquestionable terms.

The Bible records that the extent of wickedness and moral depravity was such that God arose to wipe humanity from the surface of the earth (Gen.6: 9), but decided to spare a man named Noah the son of Lamech and a grandchild of Methuselah, including his family members and a variety of representatives of the animal kingdom to repopulate the earth afterwards. God instructed Noah to construct a massive Ark, 450ft long, 75ft wide and 45ft high. Noah was 600 years old when the Flood came and it lasted forty days and nights.

Evidence of this Flood abounds in Europe, Africa, Asia, Australia and America. Billions of dead matter buried in sedimentation has been found in many parts of the world. Fossilized trees have been discovered buried at all angles, often passing through multiple rock layers, an indication of a marine cataclysm. Statistics show that about 95% of all fossils worldwide are marine invertebrates. The Bible and Science both agree that God was responsible for this worldwide destruction.

1:5. Evidence from the energy sources in the cosmos:

The sun is said to generate its energy by a process known as thermonuclear fusion. This is a process in which two or more light nuclei fuse or combine to form a heavier nucleus with a release of energy or radiation. Scientific evidence shows that for every second that passes, about four million tons of energy is released from five hundred and sixty four million tons of hydrogen gas compressed by the sun into five hundred and sixty million tons of Helium. Despite this tremendously unprecedebted consumption of energy by the sun, it is said to have used up only about 2% of its total hydrogen supply since coming into existence. There are about twenty-five quintillion stars in the sky, with each generating its energy through thermonuclear fusion, thereby reducing the total level of hydrogen in the cosmos. What an amazing revelation that hydrogen is still the most abundant material in the universe and that the sun still contains some 98% of its original hydrogen supply. How could this be possible unless “Somebody” was responsible for it, an originating point, which is called God?

God’s power is unimaginable; a Being that is capable of producing an entire universe, including all manner of life with a mere command, “Let there be” and so it was (Gen.1: 2-26). His words do not seem to merely evoke a reaction, his words seem to be the action itself. His words are a reflection of his thoughts and since God’s thoguhts cannot be denied, his thoughts are reality. God is a being in whom all positive potentialities are actualized.

CHAPTER TWO: KNOWING WHO GOD IS.

A lot of religions and peoples today have different understanding and sometimes, a mistaken concept of God. God is who he says he is. This is not dependent on whether we accept him for who he is or not. God does not need us in order to be God. To know God and to truely understand God, we must listen to him in his Word and to experience his active power, working in our lives.

In monotheism, a single God is considered to be the Creator and source of all that exists and certain attributes are given to him, in terms of infinitude, eternity, immutability, goodness, power, forgiveness, love, etc. In terms of presence and participation within the world’s process, God is conceived as being transcendent, independent in power from and over the world. This idea of God is introduced in the opening verses of the Hebrew Scriptures, in which God is presented as Creator. This means that the world is not independent of God, but a product of his creative and purposeful will, in such a manner that God is Master and Lord of all that is. The Scriptures also present God, in his primary attributes in justice, righteousness, mercy, truth, faithfulness, but also a God that could be angry and jealous, a God who promises and threatens, but above all, a Living God, who must be worshipped as the One and supreme unity that embraces and has created all things. He is represented as King, Judge and Shepherd as well as a promise-keeping God who binds himself to his people by means of covenants.

In Islam, the name “Allah” is used for “the God”. He is personal, transcendent, and unique and Muslims are forbidden to depict him in any creaturely form; for “There is no god but Allah”. Seven attributes are given to God in Islam. These include Life, Knowledge, Power, Will, Hearing, Seeing and Speech. God’s Will is absolute and all that happens in the cosmic order depends on his will, even to the extent that believers and unbelievers are predestined to faith or unbelief.

The great Asian religions believe in the idea of God as a “Holy Being”. In Hinduism, this is understood as “Brahma”, the One eternal, absolute reality that embraces all that is, to the extent that this changing world is but the surface manifestation called “Maya”. Though there is recognition of the existence of many gods, the gods are believed to be manifestations of Brahma. There are three principal gods, charged with the responsibilities of creation, preservation and destruction respectively, but the three gods meet together as the “Trimurti” or “Three Powers”; a concept reminiscent of the Christian trinitarian Deity. The gods are said to be real, but they are not ultimate, only the “Holy Being” is the ultimate reality; a concept which is also found in ancient Greek religion. In Daoism, the Ultimate Holy Being is the rhythm of the universe while in Confucianism, the Moral Law of heaven.

The Bible is the Word of God. It is God’s own revelation of his being and essence to mankind. What God says in his Word is true because, as God, he cannot lie (Num.23: 19). The Bible says that God is Sovereign. One Scriptural text that most emphatically asserts God’s absolute sovereignty over the totality of all creation is Romans 9:21-23.

             “When a potter makes jars out of clay, doesn’t he

              have a right to use the same lump of clay to make

              one jar for decoration and another to throw garbage

                 into? God has every right to exercise his 

                 judgement and his power, but he also has the 

                 right to be very patient with those who are the

                 objects of his judgement and are fit only for

                 destruction. He also has the right to pour out

                 the riches of his glory upon those he prepared

                 to be the objects of his mercy”

Scripture tells us that God’s sovereignty is exercised with omnipotent and undefeatable efficiency. His mighty hand is the executor of his will. God is the Potter and all of us his vessels of clay. God claims indisputable right to do as he wills with any or all of his creatures and this right is absolutely unchallengeable. According to Professor John Murray:

                 “The sovereignty of God is the absolute rule,

                   authority and government of God in the whole

                   of that reality that exists distinct from himself 

                   in the realms of nature and of grace. It is a 

                   concept that respects his relation to other beings

                   and to all other being and existence”

A closer examination of the above defintion shows that God alone is God and there is no other. “He alone is God and there is no other God” (Deut.4: 35, 6:4, 32:39). Right from the onset, God could not condone the concurrent presence of other gods and the whole Jewish history shows God’s victories over the gods of Egypt, the Baals of Canaan and the imperial divinities of Ashur and Babylon.He is the first and the last. He is the only true God because he alone saves. He is infinite and yet always within reach, the most high and yet the God who encounters his creatures in tremendous love. God is the only name for consolation in this world described by Thomas Hood as a wilderness where tears are hung on every tree.

“God is not man” (Num.23: 19), but a Devouring Fire (Deut.4: 24). He is the “Holy One” whose brilliant splendour fills the heavens and earth (Hab.3: 3), the Sovereign One who touches the earth and it melts (Amos 9:5), the “IAM THE ONE WHO ALWAYS IS” (Ex.3: 14), the only true God whose glory cannot be shared with anyone (Ex.20: 3,Is.42: 8). True wisdom and power are in him and “when he closes in on someone, there can be no escape” (Job 12:14). The Prophet states that God is the One “who creates the light and makes the darkness” (Is.45: 7). God is Spirit (John 4:24). As Spirit, God exists outside of the three dimensional, physical universes in which we live. He is the creator of time and space, because he exists outside of time and space.

2:1. God as revealed in the Person of Jesus Christ.

This is a truth that is founded on the love of God, for “God is Love”. The goodnews of Christianity lies in the advent of Jesus Christ, born of the Virgin Mary and suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucufied, died and buried but rose on the third day and is seated in glory in the heavenly places.

          “When the right time came, God sent his Son,

            born of a woman, a subject of the law. God sent 

            him to obtain freedom for us who were slaves to

            the law, so that he could adopt us as his very own

            children” (Gal. 4:4-5)

This “Son of God” is also the “Word of God” who in the beginning was with God and was God, and yet became human to inhabit the presence of men (John 1:1-14) and his name is far above and greater than all the angels (Heb. 1:4), for in his name, all knees and tongues, in heaven and on earth, shall bend to proclaim his lordship (Phil. 2:9-11); a proclamation which extends to the consummation of the ages. This is a fact to which the Bible constantly bears eloquent testimony in a variety of contexts because it is a truth that underlies and determines the whole superstructure of divine manifestation and revelation.

The Genesis account of creation is one of the many accounts in which we experience the unparalled demonstration of God’s unique power and overwhelming glory. The Hebrew language in which the original text appears contains two concepts expressing the manner in which God calls things into existence. The first is by a mirculous display of power and purpose, characteristic of God alone. The Hebrew term that captures this situation is “Bara”. The term “Bara” is used exclusively of divine creativity and it signifies that the product is absolutely novel and unequalled, depends solely upon God for its coming into existence and is beyond the human capacity of reproduction. It also signifies the bringing forth of life out of nothing. The second process of divine creativity also described in Genesis involves no miraculous act, but a shaping or molding of something already in existence. Two words describe this process and are “Asah” or “Yatsar”

The Incarnation is a mystery that surpasses all mysteries because it deals with the very nature and essence of God. An author once wrote that it is the greatest drama ever-staged in human history. That the God of heaven and earth embraced the humble position of a slave and “appeared in human form” (Phil.2: 7) and by this mystery, became a Jew and descendant of the royal Davidic family, suffered and “died for our sins” (1Cor.15: 3) by crucifixion and was “raised for our justification” (Rom.4: 25) and designated “Son of God in power by means of his resurrection from the dead” (Rom.1: 4). This is God’s power and its application.

The description we have in the Bible shows that the overwhelming power of an infintely great and transcendent God was perfectly at work. Matthew presents a narrative in which an angel of God visits a poor carpenter of Nazareth named Joseph, already engaged in marriage with a young Virgin, Mary of Nazareth, daughter of Joachim and Ann. The relationship was almost heading for collapse because Joseph had found his wife to be with pregnancy for which he had no knowledge. But Joseph being a just and honest man did not want to expose Mary to public ridicule. While still contemplating on the next line of action in the prevailing historical circumstances, he was confronted in a dream by the heavenly messenger with words of comfort and assurance that Mary’s pregnancy was indeed an act of the Holy Spirit, and also that it signified the coming of the “Immanu-el”, “God-with-us”. We have no details about the “Pregnant Virgin” and the birth of this “Son of God” in Mark’s gospel. His intention is to present to his audience an already matured Jesus the action man and miracle worker. For Luke, Mary’s “Fiat” (Lk.1: 26-28) in response to God’s promise signalled the commencement of a significant turning point in the history of man’s salvation. Through this positive response, “Be it done unto me according to your word” (Lk.1: 38), she became the place where the eternal Son of God would make a dramatic entrance unto the scene of human history. She became the place where, in the words of John Paul II, the hypostatic union of the Son of God with human nature is realized and accomplished, a reality which dates back to the proto-evangelium (Gen.3: 15) where man’s ultimate victory, humanity’s first glimmer of hope and salvation was pronounced. 

In Christ God has spoken his final word and has no more to say. In Christ God has made himself known, accessible, available and present, because as Paul writes, “Christ is the perfect Image of the unseen God”. All that God has done and the word which God has spoken is purely and authentically Christological. Paul writes that God’s secret plan is made manifest in Christ, ‘it is a plan centred on Christ, designed long ago to his good pleasure’ (Eph.1: 9).

2:2. The Sovereignty of God and our salvation.

While writing to the Thessalonians, Paul expressed gratitude to God for having chosen us unto salvation through the Spirit (IIThes.2: 13). A careful examination of the above passage reveals three important facts deserving of our honest attention. Firstly, there is an assurance of God’s decision to set us apart for an inheritance and salvation. God, himself, out of his own free will, has chosen us for the purpose of salvation. However, it is also obvious that this salvation is achieved only through spiritual sanctification and belief in the truth. The same God who chose unto salvation also appointed the means. Finally, because God willingly chose us for salvation ‘even while we were yet sinners’, he is worthy and deserving of our praise, adoration and thanksgiving.

Our salvation is not based on the merits of our works. Our salvation is not because of what we have done or what we have. Rather, it is the result of God’s own purpose and grace, given in Christ Jesus before the foundation of the world. Our salvation is also eternal because the choice for the salvation came from eternity. According to G.S.Bishop:

             “Nothing can survive to eternity but what came 

              from eternity and what has so come will”
Why did Jesus have to die? Why could the heavenly Father not protect his only Son from the agony and shame of the Cross-? God had an express purpose for letting Christ to die. Christ also had a definite plan before surrendering his life to death, “disregarding its shamefulness”. Scripture tells us that Christ died to “remove the power of sin forever by his sacrificial death for us” (Heb.9: 26) and to enable us have adoption as sons and daughters of God (Gal.4: 5).

The death of Christ has two implications. Firstly, it was meant to be a propiation or an appeasing of divine anger as well as a satisfaction rendered for divine justice and holiness. Secondly, it was also a substitutiion of a Man for men, of the Innocent made guilty and being inflicted with voluntary sufferings. In it, the true identity of man was realized. This is precisely why “Jesus is the perfect Man who reveals Man to man”. And since the perfect Lawgiver has approved of this satisfaction by Christ, by the righteous demands of justice, we are completely discharged and acquitted.  This is precisely the miracle that took place on Calvary:

           “On the Cross the Lord Jesus gave himself a

            ransom, and that it was accepted by God was

            attested to by the open graves three days later”

CHAPTER THREE: THE MYSTERY OF FAITH.

Faith, according to Soren Kierkegaard ‘is a risk, an adventure, a personal self-commitment to an objective uncertainty”. The most evocative definition of faith in found in the Book of Hebrews 11:1 where faith is heralded as:

            “The confident assurance that what we hope for

              is going to happen. It is the evidence of things

              we cannot yet see” (Heb.11:1).

The Greek word for faith as used in the above Scripture is “Pistis” and is the confident trust, strong belief and loyalty to a promise. It is ‘that quality of stability and trust that informs the living relationship between two beings. In the New Testament, faith involves the concept of “believe in” and “believe that”. According to Professor John Harold in a Lecture titled “The New Testament Conception of faith” presented at the Annual International Christian Leadership Conference held in Jos- Nigeria in June 2004: 

‘The New Testament distinguishes between the subjective element in faith, which involves the supernatural action of God upon the human soul, and faith’s objective component, which is characterized by adherence to a body of truth found in creeds, in definitions of church councils, and especially in the Bible’.

Faith perceives as real fact what is not yet revealed to the senses. Through faith, men of old obtained divine favour and approval. Through faith we understand that the worlds were fashioned and put in order and equipped for their intended purpose by God’s Word. Faith is an attitude of the entire self, which includes both the will and the intellect and is, directed towards a person, an idea or, as it is for Christian faith, towards a divine being. Faith includes belief but goes far beyond it. The faithful relation to God enables the believer to transcend the limitations of his or her historical existential conditions and to bring forth good works. The whole of the Bible is a demonstration of faith among God’s people. In the Old Testament, we see this in the entire Jewish nation as it looks forward to the future promise of the coming Messiah and the Kingdom of God.There is also an undertaking to bring about the realization and accomplishment of this promise. The journey of faith begins with the call of Abraham to renounce all and go after God. It is a call to surrendering unconditionally, Through Abraham God intends to build a new nation founded purely on his words. This is the same promise extended to all that will work the way of Abraham. God gives assurance of his continous presence and company. So Abraham abandons his way of life to embrace that which God offers, leaving behind his personal identity. Abraham’s journey is a search for the living and true God. He is a symbol and in him, we see clearly what we are called to be.

3:1. The origin of Faith.
Romans 10:17 declares that “Faith comes by hearing and hearing the Word of God”. The same Bible also calls Jesus the “Word of God”. Therefore, Christian faith which is different from other kinds of faith, comes from listening to and obeying the will of God through Christ Jesus.The word used to describe faith in the New Testament means ‘believing into Christ’. It is suggestive of a movement or translation. It signifies the moving close to Jesus Christ in such a trusting love and confidence that one becomes completely one with the Lord. Kings Ekanem calls this “a loving embrace” which comes through the redeeming work of Christ on Calvary. Jesus is the great and wonderful faith creator, infact the Bible says that Jesus is “The Author and Finisher of our faith”. In Christ, God has placed before us the choice of having faith and believing in him in order to have life eternal and become his sons and daughters, and refusing to have faith in him and being condemned to everlasting damnation.

Faith, according to Saint John of the cross, -is, “the proximate and proportionate means whereby the soul is completely united with God”. It is the reception or acceptance of the gift of God as a principle of life. It awakenes in us the realization that apart from doing what God wants, all is vanity. “God’s work is faith. Holiness is faith. The will of God is faith” (Responding to the call of God, Rehoboth Miracle Press Makurdi, 1995,pg.26). God does not and cannot operate in an individual that lacks faith and is pregnant with unbelief, because,”without faith, it is impossible to please God” (Heb.11: 6). No healing, salvation, miracles, deliverances and divine encounters would be experienced among the people if faith were not present. Jesus healed and performed the many miracles among his contemporaries, because he saw faith in them. Where there was no faith, he performed no miracles and even accussed them for lack of faith. God produces a miracle in response to faith.

The Bible states that “the just shall live by faith” (Hab.2: 4). What does it mean to live by faith? This is richly significant because God does not expect us to live otherwise. Everything God has prepared for us can be assessed through faith in Christ Jesus. Our salvation is also conditioned by our faith in the life, death and resurrection of Christ. Without faith therefore, there can be no Christian. In John 14:6, Jesus says that he is “The Way, The Truth and The Life. No one comes to the Father except through me”. Jesus is not pointing to some other way, but he is the only way without which we can get nowhere. To get to the Father through the Way, we must build our faith in the Way.

Our blessed Lord spoke of faith in terms of a Mustard Seed in Luke 17:6, which refers to something that is perhaps minute but with huge potential or capacity for great accomplishments.

              “Even if you had faith as small as a mustard seed

               you could say to this mulberry tree, ‘May God 

               uproot you and throw you into the sea’, and it

               would obey you”.

According to Kings Ekanem, faith is comparable to a ‘tiny fuse of wire in an electrical circuit that makes it possible for a large current to flow in the circuit providing the much needed power to many appliances used by us’. This is what Jesus also meant when he talked about the Mustard Seed maturing into a big tree with many branches where birds of the air make their habitation. True faith produces positive results.

Faith is a past-presentist-futuristcic encounter. The God who created the world and everything in it did not retire after creation. His accomplishments indicate what he is at the present and what he will always be. God is still active and creative today in the same way he was yesterday and will always be tomorrow. He is still healing, restoring, delivering people from boundage and devilish manipulations and saving unto eternity. To get God to work, there must be faith in the heart. When faith arises in the heart and the promises of God are received and acted upon, God moves in confirmation of his word resulting to a miracle. As faith arises, God confirms his word and it becomes a reality.

Faith is always a gift or favour from God. It comes sometimes when a man least expects it. Moses for instance did not go in search of a burning bush. God gave the experience to him and it transcends an external burning bush. This burning bush symbolizes the fire of faith. At a certain priviledged point in our lives, we experience a hightened awareness of God’s active presence, resulting in concrete decision making. Faith in God, and not in our abilities, is necessary for victory and success in all ramifications of human endeavour. David’s victory over Goliath is a clear manifestation of what faith in God can do for us. In comparison, David was a mismatch to Goliath, but before God David was like a lion while Goliath looked like a rat. David’s faith in God’s ability to deliver lifted him above all his contemporaries. Even the stones with which he battled Goliath were handpicked in the field. In faith, David saw victory even before the commencement of the battle. There was certainty in his heart and this was manifested in his words, disposition and actions.

            “You come to me with sword, spear and javelin,

              but I come to you in the name of the LORD

              Almighty------It is his battle, not ours. The Lord 

              Will give you to us” (Isam.17: 45-47).

Peter, the rest of the Disciples and even Paul were arrested, beaten, detained and humiliated during the early beginnings of the Church, yet they remained committed to the Gospel of Christ, because they knew in faith that God would in due course prove himself and grant them victory. Many of them were killed in the most dehumanizing and despicable circumstances, yet they refused to give up their faith in Christ. There is something very unique about faith, When faith comes upon a man; he suddenly becomes strong, fearless, courageous, energetic, completely transformed and willing to die. Faith changes a sinner into a saint. Faith changes human weakness to strength, transforms poverty to wealth, sorrow to joy, uplifts a man from grass to grace and glory and empowers the christian for greater harvest and productivity.

Faith gives an individual and a nation a new identity. Through faith Abram became Abraham, Noah became the father of a new generation of people after the Flood, Jacob became Isreal, Saul of Tarsus became Paul the Apostle, Peter the fisherman of Galilee became the Universal fisher of men and the “Rock” upon which the Church of Christ was built.  Through faith, Moses the stammering shepherd and Aaron confronted Pharoah the King. The Walls of Jericho crumbled before the faith of the Israelites. Faith transformed the apostles from ordinary fellows to extra-ordinary heroes and they performed great miracles in the name of Christ.Faith saved Rahab the prostitute and healed the multitudes who came to Jesus and his Apostles with sicknesses of varying ramifications. The list is endless. No man ever succeeds without faith. A faithful man is the winning man. We all need faith to succeed in the present and eternal life in the next.

CHAPTER FOUR: THE MYSTERIES OF BIRTH AND DEATH.

            “There is a time for everything, a season for

              every activity under heaven. A time to be born

              and a time to die-----“ (Eccl.3:1-8)

The beauty of everything that happens in the world is revealed within its time. God is awake, for he ‘slumbers not nor sleeps’. He has in his own wisdom, appointed times and seasons for everything that happens in the affairs of men. God has a timetable for every event and for every man.

Entrance and exit characterize our existence on earth. God is responsible for both. Our entrance is always celebrated with pomp, but our exit is greeted with sorrow, grief and a profound sense of loss. Is not the same God who gives the same God who takes? Surely “the life of everything is in his hand and the breath of all humanity” (Job 12:10). 

Medical sciences tell us that human life begins with the spermatozoic fertilization of the female ovum. During sexual intercourse, the man inserts his pennis into the woman’s vagina, and in the process millions of sperm cells are released which travel along the oviduct or fallopian tube to fertilize an egg. Conception is said to commnence at this point. While this explanation is commendable, it appears to deny God of the origination. It must be noted that the sperm cells are not life, some life has already been injected into them, even before ejaculation. It is God, working secretly in ways we cannot comprhend that puts his own life into the sperm cells. If this is not true, why then have so many people laboured in vain to produce children? God decides where to plant his seed and let it germinate to maturity. Human beings are only instruments or equipments for the realization of God’s purpose. The real person at work is God Human beings are only bearers of God’s work.

Aristotle states that man is a composite of body and soul. Man is a conjuction of perfection and imperfection. While man’s body is physical and temporal, his soul is spiritual and permanent. Man’s physical body allows for the experience of certain things in the physical, but his spirit gives him an understanding of what he experiences. This is because earthly wisdom alone is insufficient in intepreting interior events. There is in man a certain going beyond, an interior dimension which facilitaes the comprehension of profound realities.

Death is there a “conflict” between perfection and imperfection. It is a separation. Man was made from the dust of the earth but became a living being after God breathed his living Spirit into him. At death, the living Spirit of God abandons the physical body of man. This is what is called the “First death” in the City of God. The physical body is then buried in the ground because “you were made from dust and to dust you will return” (Gen.3: 19). The second death occurs when a sinner dies and the Spirit of God abandons the soul which has already abandoned the body. The sinner dies twice, but the righteous man dies only once.

Nobody wants to die. Everyone wants to live. But just as living is an essential part of human existence, dying is an inevitable ritual. Even the Son of God died in order to live again forever. “Each person dies and after that comes judgement” (Heb. 9:27). The moment we are born, that moment we begin to die. Every moment brings us closer to our graves. Death exposses the passing nature of this life and also shows the non-permanence of matter. Death is a transition to the other world, to heaven or to hell. Though all men die, the sinner dies going to hell, while the righteous man dies embracing heaven (Lk.16: 19-31). While hell is a place or state of absolute pain without love and mercy, heaven is a place or state of absolute, unchangeable happiness and love. While the inhabitants of hell suffer without end, those in heaven jubilate and celebrate life without end. In hell there is no God, but heaven is the abode of God. In hell there is no peace but in heaven we have the throne of “The Prince of Peace”. We know this on the authority of the Word of God.Nobody ever goes to heaven or hell without first dying. The depth of hell defies description. It can be compared to one million times the total distance from the Sun to the earth. The darkness in hell is the “darkest darkness” In mathematical terms, we can express it as darkness raised to the infinite power.
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